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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 

nelu the report is a e listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 
from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

urrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds "available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


WEEK ENDING 28 JANUARY 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 

As indicated in the chart on page 3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases con- 
bined decreased slightly for the second successive week, reflecting corresponding decreases in the admis- 
sion rate from colds, influenza, etc. Nevertheless, for the country as a whole, there has been relatively 
little change in the morbidity from all causes and from all diseases combined during the four weeks of 
January. The admission rate from all causes for the week ending 28 January 19) at 835 per thousand per 
year and the corresponding all diseases rate of 765 per thousand were both about 15 percent lower than 
during the corresponding week of 19)3. 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 28 January 19) was reported at 
332 per thousand or about 5 percent lower than during the preceding three weeks. The current week's 
morbidity is about 30 percent below the relatively high rate from these causes experienced during the week 
ending 29 January 1943. Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia increased somewhat to reach about the same 
level as that which prevailed in the latter part of January 193. 

The admission rate from injury for the week ending 28 January 19) continued at about 70 per thousand 
or on the same low level as during the preceding three weeks. ; 

The numbers of new cases of measles, mumps, and scarlet fever reported during the week ending 28 
January 19); were substantially the same as those reported the preceding week (or about 500 cases of 
measles, and 00 each of mumps and scarlet fever). The number of new cases of meningitis showed an in- 
crease, while the number of new cases of rheumatic fever decreased slightly from the high level of the 
preceding two weeks. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

The Third Service Command was the only one to report a marked increase in morbidity. The Eighth, 
First, and Sixth Service Commands and the Military District of Washington all reported notably lower mor- 
bidity rates. These changes were due chiefly to corresponding changes in the admission retes from colds, 
influenza, etc. 

The highest rate of morbidity from all causes -- in excess of 1100 per thousand -—- continued to be 
reported from the Seventh Service Command which also continued to experience the highest morbidity from 
colds, influenza, etc. - in excess of 500 per thousand. The next highest rate of morbidity from all 
causes -- of about 1075 per thousand -- was that in the Third Service Command, which reported morbidity 
from colds, influenza, etc. of about 85 per thousand. No other Service Command reported morbidity rates 
from all causes in excess of 1000 per thousand or from colds, influenza, etc. in excess of 00 per thou- 
sand. The lowest morbidity from all causes and from disease was again registered in the First Service 
Command, which was the only one to report morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. under 250 per thousand. 
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WEEK ENDING 28 JANUARY 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


The largest numbers of new cases of measles continued in the Fourth and Eighth Service Commands, 
which together accounted for about two-thirds of the total number of new cases. The largest number of 
new cases of mumps was again reported from the Fourth Service Command, with the Eighth Service Command 
being the next highest. The largest number of cases of scarlet fever continued to be reported from the 
Seventh and Ninth Service Commands. Almost one-half of the new cases of meningitis occurred in the 
Fourth Service Command. The Seventh Service Command continued to report the largest number of new cases 
of rheumatic fever. 


STATIONS WITH THE HIGHEST MORBIDITY RATES 
Among the six stations reporting the highest morbidity from all causes were two where the very high 
morbidity was mainly due to colds, influenza, etc. (Greensboro AAF, N.C. and Nashville AAC, Tenn.), one 
where the very high morbidity was largely due to an exceptionally large number of cases of both pneumonia 
and colds, influenza, etc. (Jefferson Barracks, Mo.), and two where venereal infections existing prior to 
_jinduction were chiefly responsible (Ft. Benj. Harrison, Ind. and Ft. Sheridan, I1l.). Especially notable 
are the continued high rates of admission reported from Jefferson Barracks, Mo. for pneumonia, from Camp 
Hale, Colo. for injuries, and from Camp Shanks, N.Y. for venereal diseases (excluding EPTI). 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 

The mean number of non-effectives for the country es a whole increased only slightly from 0.) per 
thousand during the preceding week to 0.5 per thousand for the week ending 28 January 19h. 

The differences in the non-effective rates by Service Command do not reflect so much the variations 
in morbidity in the Service Commands as the varying number of General Hospitals in each Service Command. 
When comparisons are made between the non-effective rates by Service Command excluding General Hospitals, 
the difference between the non-effective rates by Service Command are seen to be very much smaller than 
when the days lost in the General Hospitals are included. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

The total bed canacity reported as of 28 January 19)); was close +o 365,000 or substantially the same 
as at the end of the preceding week. The number of beds occupied as of 28 January 19); was about 179,000 
or 3,000 less than at the end of the previous week; the number of “available vacant" beds increased to 
over 11,000. On 28 January there were 32 stations with a bed capacity of about 19,000 which had no 
"available vacant" beds; included among them were only two general hospitals with a bed capacity of h,000 
beds. 

On 28 January 19) there were 2,186 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 36 of which 
Inad presumably been acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
at end of the week was reported at 16,061 while the number of tuberculosis cases remaining totaled 1039. 
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